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Amm. 27,3,1-4 

 

Text Übersetzung: 

(Übersetzung John C. Rolfe) 

[1] At this time or a little earlier a new form of portent appeared in Annonarian Tuscany, and 

how it would turn out even those who were skilled in interpreting prodigies were wholly at a 

loss to know. For in the town of Pistoria, at about the third hour of the day, in the sight of many 

persons, an ass mounted the tribunal and was heard to bray persistently, to the amazement both 

of all who were present and of those who heard of it from the reports of others; and no one 

could guess what was to come, until later the portended event came to pass.  

[2] For one Terentius, born in that city, a fellow of low origin and a baker by trade, by way of 

reward because he had brought Orfitus, an ex-prefect, into court on the charge of embezzlement, 

held the position of governor in that province. Emboldened by this, he proceeded to stir up 

many disturbances, and being convicted of cheating in a matter of business with some ship-

captains, as was reported, he met death at the hands of the executioner when Claudius was city-

prefect.  

[3] However, long before this happened, Apronianus was succeeded by Symmachus, a man 

worthy to be classed among the conspicuous examples of learning and moderation, through 

whose efforts the sacred city enjoyed an unusual period of quiet and prosperity, and prides itself 

on a handsome bridge, which Symmachus himself, by the decision of our mighty emperors, 

dedicated, and to the great joy of the citizens, who proved ungrateful, as the result most clearly 

showed.  

[4] For after some years had passed, they set fire to Symmachus' beautiful house in the 

Transtiberine district, spurred on by the fact that a common fellow among the plebeians had 

alleged, without any informant or witness, that the prefect had said that he would rather use his 

own wine for quenching lime-kilns than sell it at the price which the people hoped for. 

  


