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Text Ubersetzung:
(Evan T. Sage)

[3] A nameless Greek came first to Etruria, possessed of none of those many arts which the

Greek people, supreme as it is in learning, brought to us in numbers for the cultivation of mind
and body, but a dabbler in sacrifices and a fortune-teller; [4] nor was he one who, by frankly
disclosing his creed and publicly proclaiming both his profession and his system, filled minds
with error, but a priest of secret rites performed by night. [5] There were initiatory rites which at
first were imparted to a few, then began to be generally known among men and women. To the
religious element in them were added the delights of wine and feasts, that the minds of a larger
number might be attracted. [6] When wine had inflamed their minds, and night and the mingling
of males with females, youth with age, had destroyed every sentiment of modesty, all varieties of
corruption first began to be practised, since each one had at hand the pleasure answering to that
to which his nature was more inclined. [7] There was not one form of vice alone, the
promiscuous matings of free men and women, but perjured witnesses, forged seals and wills and
evidence, all issued from this same workshop: likewise poisonings and secret murders, so that at
times not even the bodies were found for burial. [8] Much was ventured by craft, more by
violence. This violence was concealed because amid the howlings and the crash of drums and
cymbals no cry of the sufferers could be heard as the debauchery and murders proceeded. [1]
The destructive power of this evil spread from Etruria to Rome like the contagion of a pestilence.
At first the size of the City, with abundant room and tolerance for such evils, concealed it: at
length information came to the consul Postumius in about this manner. [...]

[3] [...] Postumius laid the matter before the senate, everything being set forth in detail; first
what had been reported, then what he had himself discovered. [4] Great panic seized the Fathers,
both on the public account, lest these conspiracies and gatherings by night might produce
something of hidden treachery or danger, and privately, each for himself, lest anyone might be
involved in the mischief. The senate, moreover, decreed that the consul should be thanked
because he had investigated the affair both with great industry and without creating any
confusion. [5] Then the investigation of the Bacchanals and their nocturnal orgies they referred

to the consuls, not as a part of their regular duties; [6] they directed the consuls to see to it that



the witnesses Aebutius and Faecenia did not suffer harm and to attract other informers by
rewards; the priests of these rites, whether men or women, should be sought out, not only at
Rome but through all the villages and communities, that they might be at the disposal of the
consuls; [7] that it should be proclaimed in addition in the city of Rome and that edicts should be
sent through all Italy, that no one who had been initiated in the Bacchic rites should presume to
assemble or come together for the purpose of celebrating those rites or to perform any such
ritual. [8] Before all, it was decreed that an inquiry should be conducted regarding those persons
who had come together or conspired for the commission of any immorality or crime. Such was
the decree of the senate. [...]

[1] When the magistrates had been dispatched to these posts, the consuls mounted the Rostra and
called an informal meeting of the people, and, when the consul had finished the regular formula
of prayer which magistrates are accustomed to pronounce before they address the people, he thus
began: [...]

[2] Whatever villainy there has been in recent years due to lust, whatever to fraud, whatever to
crime, | tell you, has arisen from this one cult. [3] Not yet have they revealed all the crimes to
which they have conspired. Their impious compact still limits itself to private crimes, since as
yet it does not have strength enough to crush the state. Daily the evil grows and creeps abroad. It

is already too great to be purely a private matter: its objective is the control of the state.



