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Liv. VI, 35,1-5 

 Text Übersetzung: 

(Benjamin Oliver Foster) 

35. An opportunity for innovation was presented by the enormous load of debt, which the plebs 

could have no hope of lightening but by placing their representatives in the highest offices. [2] 

They therefore argued that they must gird themselves to think of this: with toil and effort the 

plebeians had already advanced so far that it was in their power, if they continued to exert 

themselves, to reach the highest ground, and to equal the patricians in honours as well as in worth. 

[3] For the present it was resolved that Gaius Licinius and Lucius Sextius should be elected 

tribunes of the plebs, a magistracy in which they might open for themselves a way to the other 

distinctions. [4] Once elected, they proposed only such measures as abated the influence of the 

patricians, while forwarding the interests of the plebs. One of these had to do with debt, providing 

that what had been paid as interest should be deducted from the original sum, and the remainder 

discharged in three annual instalments of equal size. [5] A second set a limit on lands, prohibiting 

anyone from holding more than five hundred iugera. A third did away with the election of military 

tribunes, and prescribed that of the consuls one, at any rate, should be chosen from the plebs. These 

were all matters of great moment, and it would not be possible to carry them without a tremendous 

struggle. 

 


