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Cass. Dio. LXXII, 3,1-11,5 

 

Text Übersetzung: 

(Earnest Cary) 

Cassius, however, was ordered by Marcus to have charge of all Asia. The emperor himself 

fought for a long time, almost his entire life, one might say, with the barbarians in the region of 

the Ister, with both the Iazyges and the Marcomani, one after the other, using Pannonia as his 

base.  

Six thousand Langobardi and Obii crossed the Ister, but the cavalry under Vindex issued forth 

and the infantry commanded by Candidus arrived, so that the barbarians were completely routed. 

Then, thrown into consternation by such an outcome to their very first undertaking, the 

barbarians sent envoys to Iallius Bassus, the governor of Pannonia, choosing for the purpose 

Ballomarius, king of the Marcomani, and ten others, one for each nation. These envoys made 

peace, which they ratified with oaths, and then returned home.  

Many of the Germans, too, from across the Rhine, advanced as far Italy and inflicted many 

injuries upon the Romans. They were in turn attacked by Marcus, who opposed to them his 

lieutenants Pompeianus and Pertinax; and Pertinax (who later became emperor) greatly 

distinguished himself. Among the corpses of the barbarians there were found even women's 

bodies in armour.  

Yet, though a mighty struggle had taken place and a brilliant victory had been won, the emperor 

nevertheless refused the request of the soldiers for a donative, declaring that whatever they 

obtained over and above the regular amount would be wrung from the blood of their parents and 

kinsmen;  

as for the fate of the sovereignty, Heaven alone could determine that. So temperately and so 

firmly did he rule them, that, even when involved in so many and so great wars, he did naught 

that was unseemly either by way of flattery or as the result of fear.  

Marcus Antoninus remained in Pannonia in order to give audience to the embassies of the 

barbarians; for many came to him at this time also. Some of them, under the leadership of 

Battarius, a boy twelve years old, promised an alliance; these received a gift of money and 

succeeded in restraining Tarbus, a neighbouring chieftain, who had come into Dacia and was 

demanding money and threatening to make war if he should fail to get it. Others, like the Quadi, 

asked for peace, which was granted them, both in the hope that they might be detached from the 



Marcomani, and also because they gave him many horses and cattle and promised to surrender 

all the deserters and the captives, besides, — thirteen thousand at first, and later all the others as 

well. The right to attend the markets, however, was not granted to them, for fear that the Iazyges 

and the Marcomani, whom they had sworn not to receive nor to allow to pass through their 

country, should mingle with them, and passing themselves off for Quadi, should reconnoitre the 

Roman positions and purchase provisions. Besides these that came to Marcus, many others sent 

envoys, some by tribes and some by nations, and offered to surrender. Some of them were sent 

on campaigns elsewhere, as were also the captives and deserters who were fit for service; others 

received land in Dacia, Pannonia, Moesia, the province of Germany, and in Italy itself. Some of 

them, now, who settled at Ravenna, made an uprising and even went so far as to seize possession 

of the city: and for this reason Marcus did not again bring any of the barbarians into Italy, but 

even banished those who had previously come there. 

 

 


