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3 After his accession to the throne he removed none of the men whom Hadrian had appointed to

office, and, indeed, was so steadfast and loyal that he retained good men in the government of
provinces for terms of seven and even nine years. 4 He waged a number of wars, but all of them
through his legates. For Lollius Urbicus, his legate, overcame the Britons and built a second
wall, one of turf, after driving back the barbarians. Through other legates or governors, he forced
the Moors to sue for peace, and crushed the Germans and the Dacians and many other tribes, and
also the Jews, who were in revolt. 5 In Achaea also and in Egypt he put down rebellions and
many a time sharply checked the Alani in their raiding.

6. 1 His procurators were ordered to levy only a reasonable tribute, and those who exceeded a
proper limit were commanded to render an account of their acts, nor was he ever pleased with
any revenues that were onerous to the provinces. 2 Moreover, he was always willing to hear
complaints against his procurators. 3 He besought the senate to pardon those men whom Hadrian
had condemned, saying that Hadrian himself had been about to do so. 4 The imperial pomp he
reduced to the utmost simplicity and thereby gained the greater esteem, though the palace-
attendants opposed this course, for they found that since he made no use of go-betweens, they
could in no wise terrorize men or take money for decisions about which there was no
concealment. 5 In his dealings with the senate, he rendered it, as emperor, the same respect that
he had wished another emperor to render him when he was a private man. 6 When the senate
offered him the title of Father of his Country, he at first refused it, but later accepted it with an
elaborate expression of thanks. 7 On the death of his wife Faustina, in the third year of his reign,
the senate deified her, and voted her games and a temple and priestesses and statues of silver and
of gold. These the Emperor accepted, and furthermore granted permission that her statue be
erected in all the circuses; 8 and when the senate voted her a golden statue, he undertook to erect
it himself. 9 At the instance of the senate, Marcus Antoninus, now quaestor, was made consul,
10 also Annius Verus, he who was afterwards entitled Antoninus, was appointed quaestor before
the legal age. 11 Never did he resolve on measures about the provinces or render a decision on
any question without previously consulting his friends, and in accordance with their opinions he



drew up his final statement. 12 And indeed he often received his friends without the robes of
state and even in the performance of domestic duties.

7. 1 With such care did he govern all peoples under him that he looked after all things and all
men as if they were his own. As a result, the provinces all prospered in his reign, 2 informers
were abolished, 3 the confiscation of goods was less frequent than ever before, and only one man
was condemned as guilty of aspiring to the throne. 4 This was Atilius Titianus, and it was the
senate itself that conducted his prosecution, while the Emperor forbade any investigation about
the fellow-conspirators of Atilius and always aided his son to attain all his desires. Priscianus did
indeed die for aspiring to the throne, but by his own hand, and about his conspiracy also the
Emperor forbade any investigation. 5 The board of Antoninus Pius was rich yet never open to
criticism, frugal yet not stingy; his table was furnished by his own slaves, his own fowlers and
fishers and hunters. 6 A bath, which he had previously used himself, he opened to the people
without charge, nor did he himself depart in any way from the manner of life to which he had
been accustomed when a private man. 7 He took away salaries from a number of men who held
obvious sinecures, saying there was nothing meaner, nay more unfeeling, than the man who
nibbled at the revenues of the state without giving any service in return; 8 for the same reason,
also, he reduced the salary of Mesomedes, the lyric poet. The budgets of all the provinces and
the sources of revenue he knew exceedingly well. 9 He settled his private fortune on his
daughter, but presented the income of it to the state. 10 Indeed, the superfluous trappings of
royal state and even the crown-lands he sold, living on his own private estates and varying his
residence according to the season. 11 Nor did he undertake any expedition other than the visiting
of his lands in Campania, averring that the equipage of an emperor, even of one over frugal, was
a burdensome thing to the provinces. 12 And yet he was regarded with immense respect by all
nations, for, making his residence in the city, as he did, for the purpose of being in a central

location, he was able to receive messages from every quarter with equal speed.



