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Sall. Iug. 86-87

Text Übersetzung:
(Übersetzung Axel W. Ahlberg)
[86] After having spoken to this effect, Marius, when he found that the minds of the populace were
excited,  immediately  freighted  vessels  with  provisions,  pay,  arms,  and  other  necessaries,  and
ordered Aulus Manlius, his lieutenant-general, to set sail with them. He himself, in the mean time,
proceeded to enlist soldiers, not after the ancient method, or from the classes, but taking all that
were willing to join him, and the greater part from the lowest ranks. Some said that this was done
from a scarcity of better men, and others from the consul's desire to pay court to the poorer class,
because it was by that order of men that he had been honored and promoted; and, indeed, to a man
grasping at power, the most needy are the most serviceable, persons to whom their property (as they
have none) is not an object of care, and to whom every thing lucrative appears honorable. Setting
out, accordingly, for Africa, with a somewhat larger force than had been decreed, he arrived in a few
days  at  Utica.  The command of  the  army was resigned to  him by Publius  Rutilius,  Metullus's
lieutenant-general; for Metullus himself avoided the sight of Marius, that he might not see what he
could not even endure to hear mentioned. [87] Marius, having filled up his legions and auxiliary
cohorts, marched into a part of the country which was fertile and abundant in spoil, where, whatever
he  captured,  he gave up to  his  soldiers.  He then attacked such fortresses  or  towns as  were  ill
defended by nature or with troops, and ventured on several engagements, though only of a light
character, in different places. The new recruits, in process of time, began to join in an encounter
without fear; they saw that such as fled were taken prisoners or slain; that the bravest were the
safest; that liberty, their country, and parents, are defended, and glory and riches acquired, by arms.
Thus the new and old troops soon became as one body, and the courage of all was rendered equal.
The two kings, when they heard of the approach of Marius, retreated, by separate routes, into parts
that were difficult of access; a plan which had been proposed by Jugurtha, who hoped that, in a
short time, the enemy might be attacked when dispersed over the country, supposing that the Roman
soldiers, like the generality of troops, would be less careful and observant of discipline when the
fear of danger was removed.
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