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Text Übersetzung: 

(William Heinemann) 

Whether I am likely to accomplish anything worthy of the labour, if I record the achievements of 

the Roman people from the foundation of the city, I do not really know, nor if I knew would I 

dare to avouch it; [2] perceiving as I do that the theme1 is not only old but hackneyed, through 

the constant succession of new historians, who believe either that in their facts they can produce 

more authentic information, or that in their style they will prove better than the rude attempts of 

the ancients. [3] Yet, however this shall be, it will be a satisfaction to have done myself as much 

as lies in me to commemorate the deeds of the foremost people of the world; and if in so vast a 

company of writers my own reputation should be obscure, my consolation would be the fame 

and greatness of those whose renown will throw mine into the shade. [4] Moreover, my subject 

involves infinite labour, seeing that it must be traced back [p. 5]above seven hundred years, and 

that proceeding from slender beginnings it has so increased as now to be burdened by its own 

magnitude; and at the same time I doubt not that to most readers the earliest origins and the 

period immediately succeeding them will give little pleasure, for they will be in haste to reach 

these modern times, in which the might of a people which has long been very powerful is 

working its own undoing. [5] I myself, on the contrary, shall seek in this an additional reward for 

my toil, that I may avert my gaze from the troubles which our age has been witnessing for so 

many years, so long at least as I am absorbed in the recollection of the brave [6] days of old, free 

from every care which, even if it could not divert the historian's mind from the truth, might 

nevertheless cause it anxiety 
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