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[2] The Corcyraeans, made aware of the approach of the Athenian fleet and of the departure of
the enemy, brought the Messenians from outside the walls into the town, and ordered the fleet
which they had manned to sail round into the Hyllaic harbor; and while it was so doing, slew
such of their enemies as they laid hands on, dispatching afterwards as they landed them, those
whom they had persuaded to go on board the ships. Next they went to the sanctuary of Hera and
persuaded about fifty men to take their trial, and condemned them all to death. [3] The mass of
the suppliants who had refused to do so, on seeing what was taking place, slew each other there
in the consecrated ground; while some hanged themselves upon the trees, and others destroyed
themselves as they were severally able. [4] During seven days that Eurymedon stayed with his
sixty ships, the Corcyraeans were engaged in butchering those of their fellow-citizens whom
they regarded as their enemies: and although the crime imputed was that of attempting to put
down the democracy, some were slain also for private hatred, others by their debtors because of
the monies owed to them. [5] Death thus raged in every shape; and, as usually happens at such
times, there was no length to which violence did not go; sons were killed by their fathers, and
suppliants dragged from the altar or slain upon it; while some were even walled up in the temple
of Dionysus and died there. [1] So bloody was the march of the revolution, and the impression
which it made was the greater as it was one of the first to occur. Later on, one may say, the
whole Hellenic world was convulsed; struggles being everywhere made by the popular chiefs to
bring in the Athenians, and by the oligarchs to introduce the Lacedaemonians. In peace there
would have been neither the pretext nor the wish to make such an invitation; but in war, with an
alliance always at the command of either faction for the hurt of their adversaries and their own
corresponding advantage, opportunities for bringing in the foreigner were never wanting to the
revolutionary parties. [2] The sufferings which revolution entailed upon the cities were many
and terrible, such as have occurred and always will occur, as long as the nature of mankind
remains the same; though in a severer or milder form, and varying in their symptoms, according
to the variety of the particular cases. In peace and prosperity states and individuals have better
sentiments, because they do not find themselves suddenly confronted with imperious necessities;
but war takes away the easy supply of daily wants, and so proves a rough master, that brings
most men's characters to a level with their fortunes. [...]

[2] In the confusion into which life was now thrown in the cities, human nature, always rebelling
against the law and now its master, gladly showed itself ungoverned in passion, above respect
for justice, and the enemy of all superiority; since revenge would not have been set above
religion, and gain above justice, had it not been for the fatal power of envy. [3] Indeed men too
often take upon themselves in the prosecution of their revenge to set the example of doing away
with those general laws to which all alike can look for salvation in adversity, instead of allowing
them to subsist against the day of danger when their aid may be required.



