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Symm.rel. 3,7-10 

 

Text Übersetzung: 
(Philip Schaff) 

7. But the divine Constantius is said to have done the same. Let us rather imitate the other 

actions of that Prince, who would have undertaken nothing of the kind, if any one else had 

committed such an error before him. For the fall of the earlier sets his successor right, and 

amendment results from the censure of a previous example. It was pardonable for your Grace’s 

ancestor in so novel a matter to fail in guarding against blame. Can the same excuse avail us if 

we imitate what we know to have been disapproved?  

 

8. Will your Majesties listen to other actions of this same Prince, which you may more worthily 

imitate? He diminished none of the privileges of the sacred virgins, he filled the priestly offices 

with nobles, he did not refuse the cost of the Roman ceremonies, and following the rejoicing 

Senate through all the streets of the eternal city, he contentedly beheld the shrines with unmoved 

countenance, he read the names of the gods inscribed on the pediments, he enquired about the 

origin of the temples, and expressed admiration for their builders. Although he himself followed 

another religion, he maintained its own for the empire, for everyone has his own customs, 

everyone his own rites. The divine Mind has distributed different guardians and different cults to 

different cities. As souls are separately given to infants as they are born, so to peoples the genius 

of their destiny. Here comes in the proof from advantage, which most of all vouches to man for 

the gods. For, since our reason is wholly clouded, whence does the knowledge of the gods more 

rightly come to us, than from the memory and evidence of prosperity? Now if a long period 

gives authority to religious customs, we ought to keep faith with so many centuries, and to 

follow our ancestors, as they happily followed theirs.  

 

9. Let us now suppose that Rome is present and addresses you in these words: “Excellent 

princes, fathers of your country, respect my years to which pious rites have brought me. Let me 

use the ancestral ceremonies, for I do not repent of them. Let me live after my own fashion, for I 

am free. This worship subdued the world to my laws, these sacred rites repelled Hannibal from 

the walls, and the Senones from the capitol. Have I been reserved for this, that in my old age I 



should be blamed? I will consider what it is thought should be set in order, but tardy and 

discreditable is the reformation of old age.”  

10. We ask, then, for peace for the gods of our fathers and of our country. It is just that all 

worship should be considered as one. We look on the same stars, the sky is common, the same 

world surrounds us. What difference does it make by what pains each seeks the truth? We cannot 

attain to so great a secret by one road; but this discussion is rather for persons at ease, we offer 

now prayers, not conflict. 


