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Text Übersetzung: 

(J. M. Edmonds) 

I would neither call a man to mind nor put him in my tale for prowess in the race or the 

wrestling, not even had he the stature and strength of a Cyclops and surpassed in swiftness the 

Thracian Northwind, nor were he a comelier man than Tithonus and a richer than Midas or 

Cinyras, nor though he were a greater king than Pelops son of Tantalus, and had Adrastus' 

suasiveness of tongue, nor yet though all fame were his save of warlike strength; for a man is not 

good in war if he have not endured the sight of bloody slaughter and stood nigh and reached 

forth to strike the foe. This is prowess, this is the noblest prize and the fairest for a lad to win in 

the world; a common good this both for the city and all her people, when a man standeth firm in 

the forefront without ceasing, and making heart and soul to abide, forgetteth foul flight 

altogether and hearteneth by his words him that he standeth by. Such a man is good in war; he 

quickly turneth the savage hosts of the enemy, and stemmeth the wave of battle with a will; 
 


