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Hdt. 5. 66 — 72.2

Text Ubersetzung:
(A. D. Godley)

Athens, which had been great before, now grew even greater when her tyrants had been
removed. The two principal holders of power were Cleisthenes an Alcmaeonid, who was reputed
to have bribed the Pythian priestess, and Isagoras son of Tisandrus, a man of a notable house but
his lineage | cannot say. His kinsfolk, at any rate, sacrifice to Zeus of Caria. [2] These men with
their factions fell to contending for power, Cleisthenes was getting the worst of it in this dispute
and took the commons into his party. Presently he divided the Athenians into ten tribes instead
of four as formerly. He called none after the names of the sons of lon—Geleon, Aegicores,
Argades, and Hoples—but invented for them names taken from other heroes, all native to the
country except Aias. Him he added despite the fact that he was a stranger because he was a
neighbor and an ally.

[...]

When he had drawn into his own party the Athenian people, which was then debarred from all
rights, he gave the tribes new names and increased their number, making ten tribe-wardens in
place of four, and assigning ten districts to each tribe. When he had won over the people, he was
stronger by far than the rival faction.

Isagoras, who was on the losing side, devised a counter-plot, and invited the aid of Cleomenes,
who had been his friend since the besieging of the Pisistratidae. It was even said of Cleomenes
that he regularly went to see Isagoras' wife. Then Cleomenes first sent a herald to Athens
demanding the banishment of Cleisthenes and many other Athenians with him, the Accursed, as
he called them. This he said in his message by Isagoras' instruction, for the Alcmeonidae and
their faction were held to be guilty of that bloody deed while Isagoras and his friends had no part
init.

When Cleomenes had sent for and demanded the banishment of Cleisthenes and the Accursed,
Cleisthenes himself secretly departed. Afterwards, however, Cleomenes appeared in Athens with
no great force. Upon his arrival, he, in order to take away the curse, banished seven hundred
Athenian families named for him by Isagoras. Having so done he next attempted to dissolve the
Council, entrusting the offices of government to Isagoras' faction. [2] The Council, however,
resisted him, whereupon Cleomenes and Isagoras and his partisans seized the acropolis. The rest
of the Athenians united and besieged them for two days. On the third day as many of them as
were Lacedaemonians left the country under truce.

[...]

As for the rest, the Athenians imprisoned them under sentence of death. Among the prisoners
was Timesitheus the Delphian, whose achievements of strength and courage were quite
formidable.



