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Plut. Kim. 8.3-6

Text Ubersetzung:
(Bernadotte Perrin)

[3] They settled Scyros too, which Cimon seized for the following reason. Dolopians were living
on the island, but they were poor tillers of the soil. So they practised piracy on the high sea from
of old, and finally did not withhold their hands even from those who put into their ports and had
dealings with them, but robbed some Thessalian merchants who had cast anchor at Ctesium, and
threw them into prison. [4] When these men had escaped from bondage and won their suit
against the city at the Amphictyonic assembly, the people of Scyros were not willing to make
restitution, but called on those who actually held the plunder to give it back. The robbers, in
terror, sent a letter to Cimon, urging him to come with his fleet to seize the city, and they would
give it up to him. [5] In this manner Cimon got possession of the island, drove out the Dolopians
and made the Aegean a free sea. On learning that the ancient Theseus, son of Aegeus, had fled in
exile from Athens to Scyros, but had been treacherously put to death there, through fear, by
Lycomedes the king, Cimon eagerly sought to discover his grave. [6] For the Athenians had once
received an oracle bidding them bring back the bones of Theseus to the city and honor him as
became a hero, but they knew not where he lay buried, since the Scyrians would not admit the
truth of the story, nor permit any search to be made. Now, however, Cimon set to work with
great ardour, discovered at last the hallowed spot, had the bones bestowed in his own trireme,
and with general pomp and show brought them back to the hero's own country after an absence

of about four hundred years. This was the chief reason why the people took kindly to him.



