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Plut. Aratos 41.1 – 43.3, 44.1 – 44.3, 45.1 – 45.2 

 

Text Übersetzung: 

 

But a few of the Achaeans came together with Aratus at Sicyon; and in an assembly there held 

he was chosen general with full powers. And now he surrounded himself with a guard from 

among his own citizens. For three-and-thirty years he had directed public affairs among the 

Achaeans, and had enjoyed more power and reputation than any other Greek; but now, 

abandoned by his allies and helplessly crushed, he was like one drifting about in great surge and 

peril on the wreck of his native city. [2] For the Aetolians refused him their aid when he asked 

for it, and the Athenians, whom gratitude made eager to help him, were prevented by 

Eurycleides and Micion. As for the house and property belonging to Aratus in Corinth, 

Cleomenes would not touch them at all, nor permit anyone else to do so, but sent for the friends 

and stewards of Aratus and ordered them to administer and watch over everything as though they 

are to render an account to Aratus. [3] Moreover, he privately sent Tripylus to Aratus, and 

afterwards Megistonoüs, his stepfather, promising to give him, besides many other things, a 

yearly pension of twelve talents, thus doubling the amount which Aratus received annually from 

Ptolemy; for he sent six talents each year to Aratus.1 Cleomenes demanded, however, that he 

should be proclaimed leader of the Achaeans, and together with them should have the keeping of 

Acrocorinthus. [4] Aratus made answer that he did not control affairs, but rather was controlled 

by them; whereupon Cleomenes, thinking himself mocked, at once invaded the territory of 

Sicyon, ravaged and laid it waste, and encamped before the city three months. All this while 

Aratus held out patiently, and debated with himself whether he should accept Antigonus as an 

ally on condition of handing over to him Acrocorinthus! for on any other terms Antigonus was 

unwilling to give him help. Accordingly, the Achaeans came together at Aegium and invited 

Aratus thither. But there was danger in his trying to get there, since Cleomenes was encamped 

before Sicyon. Besides, the citizens tried to detain him, beseeching him not to go and refusing to 

let him expose himself while the enemy were near; and presently the women and children were 

clinging to him and tearfully embracing him as a common father and preserver. [2] Nevertheless, 

after encouraging and comforting them, he rode out to the sea, accompanied by ten friends and 

by his son, who was now a young man. Vessels were lying at anchor off the shore, and upon 

these the party were conveyed to Aegium, where the assembly was sitting. Here it was voted to 

call in Antigonus and hand over to him Acrocorinthus. [3] Aratus even sent his son to Antigonus 

with the other hostages. At this the Corinthians were indignant; they plundered his property and 

made a present of his house to Cleomenes. And now, as Antigonus was approaching with his 

forces (he was followed by twenty thousand Macedonian footmen and thirteen hundred horse), 

Aratus, in company with his High Councillors,1 went by sea to meet him at Pegae, eluding the 

enemy. He had no very great confidence in Antigonus, and put no trust in the Macedonians. For 

he knew that his own rise to power had been a consequence of the harm he had done to them, 

and that he had found the first and the chief basis for his conduct of affairs in his hatred towards 

the former Antigonus. [2] But seeing how inexorable was the necessity laid upon him in the 

demands of the hour, to which those we call rulers are slaves, he went on towards the dread 

ordeal. But Antigonus, when he was told that Aratus was coming to him, gave the rest of the 

party an ordinary and moderate welcome; Aratus, however, he received at this first meeting with 

superlative honour, and afterwards, finding him to be a man of worth and wisdom, drew him in 

closer intimacy to himself. [3] For Aratus was not only helpful in large undertakings, but also 



more acceptable than anyone else as a companion in the king's leisure hours. Therefore, although 

Antigonus was young, as soon as he perceived that Aratus was naturally well fitted to be a king's 

friend, he continually treated him with greater intimacy than anyone else, whether of the 

Achaeans, or of the Macedonians in his following; […] At Pegae Antigonus and Aratus 

exchanged oaths of fidelity, and straightway marched against the enemy at Corinth. And there 

were conflicts about the city, Cleomenes being well fortified, and the Corinthians defending 

themselves with ardour. Meanwhile, however, Aristotle the Argive, who was a friend of Aratus, 

sent secretly to him and promised to bring his city to revolt from Cleomenes if Aratus would 

come thither with soldiers. [2] So Aratus, after informing Antigonus, took fifteen hundred men 

and sailed from the Isthmus to Epidaurus with all speed.1 But the Argives, revolting 

prematurely, attacked the garrison of Cleomenes and shut them up in the citadel, and Cleomenes, 

learning of this, and fearing that if his enemies got possession of Argos they would cut him off 

from a safe return home, abandoned Acrocorinthus while it was still night and went to their aid. 

[3] He succeeded in getting into Argos first, routing some of the enemy on the way; but shortly 

afterwards Aratus came up, and Antigonus showed himself with his forces, and Cleomenes 

therefore retreated to Mantineia. Upon this the cities all came over to the Achaeans again, 

Acrocorinthus was handed over to Antigonus, and Aratus, having been chosen general by the 

Argives, persuaded them to make a present to Antigonus of the property of the tyrants and of the 

traitors. […]Presently, too, men began to blame Aratus for whatever else was done, as, for 

instance, that the Achaeans made a present to Antigonus of the city of Corinth, as if it had been 

an ordinary village; that they allowed the king to plunder Orchomenus and put a Macedonian 

garrison in it; that they decreed not to write or send an embassy to any other king against the 

wishes of Antigonus;  [2] that they were forced to furnish supplies and pay for the Macedonian 

troops; and that they celebrated sacrifices, processions, and games in honour of Antigonus, the 

fellow-citizens of Aratus leading the way and receiving Antigonus into their city, where he was 

the guest of Aratus. For all these things men blamed Aratus, not knowing that, since he had 

entrusted the reins to the king and was dragged along in the wake of the king's power, he was no 

longer master of anything except his tongue, which it was dangerous for him to use with freedom 

[…]. 


