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At last, as if resolved to make war in earnest, he drew up his army on the shore of the ocean, 

with his balistk and other engines of war, and while no one could imagine what he intended to 

do, on a sudden commanded them to gather up the sea shells, and fill their helmets and the folds 

of their dress with them, calling them " the spoils of the ocean due to the Capitol and the 

Palatium." As a monument of his success, he raised a lofty tower, upon which, as at Pharos, he 

ordered lights to be burned in the night-time for the direction of ships at sea; and then promising 

the soldiers a donative of a hundred denarii a man, as if he had surpassed the most eminent 

examples of generosity, "Go your ways," said he, "and be merry; go, ye are rich."  

[…]  

Before he left the province he formed a design of the most horrid cruelty-to massacre the legions 

which had mutinied upon the death of Augustus, for seizing and detaining his father, 

Germanicus, their commander, and himself, then an infant, in the camp. Though he was with 

great difficulty dissuaded from this rash attempt, yet neither the most urgent entreaties nor 

representations could prevent him from persisting in the design of decimating these legions. 

Accordingly, he ordered them to assemble unarmed, without so much as their swords, and then 

surrounded them with armed horse. But finding that many of them, suspecting that violence was 

intended, were making off to arm in their own defence, he quitted the assembly as fast as he 

could, and immediately marched for Rome, bending now all his fury against the senate, whom 

he publicly threatened, to divert the general attention from the clamour excited by his disgraceful 

conduct. Amongst other pretexts of offence, he complained that he was defrauded of a triumph 

which was justly his due, though he had just before forbidden, upon pain of death, any honour to 

be decreed him.  

In his march he was waited upon by deputies from the senatorian order, entreating him to hasten 

his return. He replied to them, "I will come, I will come, and this with me," striking at the same 

time the hilt of his sword. He issued likewise this proclamation: "I am coming, but for those only 

who wish for me, the equestrian order and the people; for I shall no longer treat the senate as 

their fellow-citizen or prince." He forbad any of the senators to come to meet him; and either 



abandoning or deferring his triumph, he entered the city in ovation on his'birth-day. Within four 

months from this period he was slain, after he had perpetrated enormous crimes, and while he 

was meditating the execution, if possible, of still greater. He had entertained a design of 

removing to Antium, and afterwards to Alexandria, having first cut off the flower of the 

equestrian and senatorian orders. This is placed beyond all question by two books which were 

found in his cabinet under different titles, one being called the sword, and the other the dagger. 

They both contained private marks, and the names of those who were devoted to death. There 

was also found a large chest, filled with a variety of poisons, which being afterwards thrown into 

the sea by order of Claudius, are said to have so infected the waters that the fish were poisoned 

and cast dead by the tide upon the neighbouring shores.  

 


