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App. Civ. IV, 1,2f 

 

Text Übersetzung: 

(Horace White) 

[2] Octavius and Antony composed their differences on a small, gradually sloping islet in the 

river Lavinius, near the city of Mutina. Each had five legions of soldiers whom they stationed 

opposite each other, after which each proceeded with 300 men to the bridges over the river. 

Lepidus himself went before them, searched the island, and shook his military cloak as a signal 

to them to come. Then each left his three hundred in charge of friends on the bridges and 

advanced to the middle of the island in plain sight, and there the three sat together in council, 

Octavius in the centre because he was consul. They were in conference from morning till night 

for two days, and came to these decisions: That Octavius should resign the consulship and that 

Ventidius should take it for the remainder of the year; that anew magistracy for quieting the civil 

dissensions should be created by law, which Lepidus, Antony, and Octavius should hold for five 

years with consular power (for this name seemed preferable to that of dictator, perhaps because 

of Antony's decree abolishing the dictatorship); that these three should at once designate the 

yearly magistrates of the city for the five years; that a distribution of the provinces should be 

made, giving to Antony the whole of Gaul except the part bordering the Pyrenees Mountains, 

which was called Old Gaul. The latter, together with Spain, was assigned to Lepidus, while 

Octavius was to have Africa, Sardinia, and Sicily, and the other islands in the vicinity thereof.  

[3] Thus was the dominion of the Romans divided by the triumvirate among themselves. The 

assignment of the parts beyond the Adriatic only was postponed, since these were still under the 

control of Brutus and Cassius, against whom Antony and Octavius were to wage war. Lepidus 

was to be consul the following year and to remain in the city to do what was needful there, 

meanwhile governing Spain by proxy. He was to retain three of his legions to guard the city, and 

to divide the other seven between Octavius and Antony, three to the former and four to the latter, 

so that each of them might lead twenty legions to the war. To encourage the army with the 

expectation of booty they promised them, beside other gifts, eighteen cities of Italy as colonies -- 

cities which excelled in wealth, in the fertility of their territory, and in handsome houses, and 

which were to be divided among them (land, buildings, and all), just as though they had been 

captured from an enemy in war. The most renowned among these were Capua, Rhegium, 

Venusia, Beneventum, Nuceria, Ariminum, and Vibo.1 Thus were the most beautiful parts of 
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Italy marked out for the soldiers. But they decided to destroy their personal enemies beforehand, 

so that the latter should not interfere with their arrangements while they were carrying on war 

abroad. Having come to these decisions, they reduced them to writing, and Octavius, as consul, 

communicated them to the soldiers, all except the proscriptions. When the soldiers heard them 

they applauded and embraced each other in token of mutual reconciliation. 


