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App. Syr. 9.53-54 

 

Text Übersetzung: 

(L. Mendelssohn) 

[53] Antigonus was satrap of Phrygia, Lycia, and Pamphylia. Having been left as overseer of all 

Asia when Antipater went to Europe, he besieged Eumenes, the satrap of Cappadocia, who had 

been publicly declared an enemy of the Macedonians. The latter fled and brought Media under 

his power, but Antigonus afterward captured and killed him. When he returned he was received 

magnificently by Seleucus, the satrap of Babylon. One day Seleucus punished one of the 

governors without consulting Antigonus, who was present, and the latter became angry and 

demanded an accounting of his money and possessions. As Seleucus was inferior to Antigonus in 

power he fled to Ptolemy in Egypt. Thereupon Antigonus removed Blitor, the governor of 

Mesopotamia, from office, because he allowed Seleucus to escape, and took upon himself the 

government of Babylon, Mesopotamia, and all the countries from Media to the Hellespont, 

Antipater having died in the meantime. The other satraps at once became envious of his 

possession of so large a share of the territory; for which reason chiefly, and at the instance of 

Seleucus, Ptolemy, Lysimachus, the satrap of Thrace, and Cassander, the son of Antipater and 

leader of the Macedonians after his father's death, entered into a league with each other. They 

sent a joint embassy to Antigonus and demanded that he should share with them and with the 

other Macedonians who had lost their satrapies, his newly acquired lands and money. Antigonus 

treated their demand with scorn, and they jointly made war against him. Antigonus prepared to 

meet them. He drove out all of Ptolemy's garrisons in Syria and stripped him of all the 

possessions that he still retained in Phoenicia and Cœle-Syria. [54] Then he marched beyond the 

Cilician gates, leaving his son Demetrius, who was about twenty-two years of age, at Gaza with 

an army to meet Ptolemy, who was coming from Egypt, but the latter defeated the young man 

badly in a battle near Gaza and compelled him to fly to his father. Ptolemy immediately sent 

Seleucus to Babylon to resume the government and gave him 1000 foot-soldiers and 300 horse 

for the purpose. With this small force Seleucus took Babylon, the inhabitants receiving him with 

enthusiasm, and within a short time he augmented his power greatly. Nevertheless Antigonus 

warded off the attack of Ptolemy and gained a splendid naval victory over him near Cyprus, in 

which his son Demetrius was the commander. On account of this very notable exploit the army 

began to call both Antigonus and Demetrius kings, as their own kings (Ardiæus, the son of Philip 

and Olympias, and the two sons of Alexander) were now dead. Ptolemy's army also saluted him 

as king lest by inferiority of rank he should be deemed less lofty than the victors in the late 

battle. Thus for these men similar consequences followed contrary events. All the others 

followed suit, and all the satraps became kings.  

 


