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[Hom.] Hymn. Demeter 470-489 

 Text Übersetzung: 

(Hugh G. Evelyn-White) 

 

[460] “Come, my daughter; for far-seeing Zeus the loud-thunderer calls you to join the families 

of the gods, and has promised to give you what rights you please among the deathless gods, and 

has agreed that for a third part of the circling year your daughter shall go down to darkness and 

gloom, [465] but for the two parts shall be with you and the other deathless gods: so has he 

declared it shall be and has bowed his head in token. But come, my child, obey, and be not too 

angry unrelentingly with the dark-clouded Son of Cronos; but rather increase forthwith for men 

the fruit that gives them life.” [470] So spake Rhea. And rich-crowned Demeter did not refuse 

but straightway made fruit to spring up from the rich lands, so that the whole wide earth was 

laden with leaves and flowers. Then she went, and to the kings who deal justice, Triptolemus and 

Diocles, the horse-driver, [475] and to doughty Eumolpus and Celeus, leader of the people, she 

showed the conduct of her rites and taught them all her mysteries, to Triptolemus and Polyxeinus 

and Diocles also, — awful mysteries which no one may in any way transgress or pry into or 

utter, for deep awe of the gods checks the voice. [480] Happy is he among men upon earth who 

has seen these mysteries; but he who is uninitiate and who has no part in them, never has lot of 

like good things once he is dead, down in the darkness and gloom. But when the bright goddess 

had taught them all, they went to Olympus to the gathering of the other gods. [485] And there 

they dwell beside Zeus who delights in thunder, awful and reverend goddesses. Right blessed is 

he among men on earth whom they freely love: soon they do send Plutus as guest to his great 

house, Plutus who gives wealth to mortal men. 

 


