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The charge was made with great violence and loud shouting on both sides: for both advancing 

parties raised their war cry, while those who were not actually engaged shouted encouragement 

to those that were; and the result was a scene of the wildest excitement, terrible in the last 

degree. Philip's right wing came off brilliantly in the encounter, for they were charging down hill 

and were superior in weight, and their arms were far more suited for the actual conditions of the 

struggle: but as for the rest of the army, that part of it which was in the rear of the actual fighters 

did not get into contact with the enemy; while the left wing, which had but just made the ascent, 

was only beginning to show on the ridge. Seeing that his men were unable to stand the charge of 

the phalanx, and that his left wing was losing ground, some having already fallen and the rest 

slowly retiring, but that hopes of saving himself still remained on the right, Flamininus hastily 

transferred himself to the latter wing; and when he perceived that the enemy's force was not well 

together—part being in contact with the actual fighters, part just in the act of mounting the ridge, 

and part halting on it and not yet beginning to descend,— keeping the elephants in front he led 

the maniples of his right against the enemy. The Macedonians having no one to give them orders, 

and unable to form a proper phalanx, owing to the inequalities of the ground and to the fact that, 

being engaged in trying to come up with the actual combatants, they were still in column of 

march, did not even wait for the Romans to come to close quarters: but, thrown into confusion 

by the mere charge of the elephants, their ranks were disordered and they broke into flight. [26] 

The main body of the Roman right followed and slaughtered the flying Macedonians. But one of 

the tribunes, with about twenty maniples, having made up his mind on his own account what 

ought to be done next, contributed by his action very greatly to the general victory. He saw that 

the division which was personally commanded by Philip was much farther forward than the rest 

of the enemy, and was pressing hard upon the Roman left by its superior weight; he therefore left 

the right, which was by this time clearly victorious, and directing his march towards the part of 

the field where a struggle was still going on, he managed to get behind the Macedonians and 

charge them on the rear. The nature of the phalanx is such that the men cannot face round singly 

and defend themselves: this tribune, therefore, charged them and killed all he could get at; until, 

being unable to defend themselves, they were forced to throw down their shields and fly; 

whereupon the Romans in their front, who had begun to yield, faced round again and charged 

them too. At first, as I have said, Philip, judging from the success of his own division, felt certain 

of a complete victory; but when he saw his Macedonians all on a sudden throwing away their 

shields, and the enemy close upon their rear, he withdrew with a small body of foot and horse a 

short distance from the field and took a general survey of the whole battle: and when he 

observed that the Romans in their pursuit of his left wing were already approaching the tops of 

the hills, he rallied as many Thracians and Macedonians as he could at the moment, and fled.  

 


