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Hdt. 6.111.3-113.2, 117.1

Text Ubersetzung:
(Ubersetzung A. D. Godley)

[3] As the Athenians were marshalled at Marathon, it happened that their line of battle was as
long as the line of the Medes. The center, where the line was weakest, was only a few ranks
deep, but each wing was strong in numbers. [1] When they had been set in order and the
sacrifices were favorable, the Athenians were sent forth and charged the foreigners at a run. The
space between the armies was no less than eight stadia. [2] The Persians saw them running to
attack and prepared to receive them, thinking the Athenians absolutely crazy, since they saw
how few of them there were and that they ran up so fast without either cavalry or archers. [3] So
the foreigners imagined, but when the Athenians all together fell upon the foreigners they fought
in a way worthy of record. These are the first Hellenes whom we know of to use running against
the enemy. They are also the first to endure looking at Median dress and men wearing it, for up
until then just hearing the name of the Medes caused the Hellenes to panic. [1] They fought a
long time at Marathon. In the center of the line the foreigners prevailed, where the Persians and
Sacae were arrayed. The foreigners prevailed there and broke through in pursuit inland, but on
each wing the Athenians and Plataeans prevailed. [2] In victory they let the routed foreigners
flee, and brought the wings together to fight those who had broken through the center. The
Athenians prevailed, then followed the fleeing Persians and struck them down. When they
reached the sea they demanded fire and laid hold of the Persian ships. [...]

[1] In the battle at Marathon about six thousand four hundred men of the foreigners were Killed,
and one hundred and ninety-two Athenians; that many fell on each side.

) Lys. 2.24-26
(Ubersetzung W. R. M. Lamb)

[24] With this one resolve in the minds of all, they marched to the encounter, though few against
many: for death, in their opinion, was a thing for them to share with all men, but prowess with a
few; and while they possessed their lives, because of mortality, as alien things, they would leave
behind something of their own in the memory attached to their perils. And they deemed that a
victory which they could not win alone would be as impossible with the aid of their allies. If
vanquished, they would perish a little before the others; if victorious, they would liberate the
others with themselves. [25] They proved their worth as men, neither sparing their limbs nor
cherishing their lives when valor called, and had more reverence for their city's laws than fear of
their perils in face of the enemy; and so in their own land they set up on behalf of Greece a
trophy of victory over the barbarians, who had invaded others' territory for money, [26] past the
frontiers of their land; and so swiftly did they surmount their ordeal that by the same messengers
information reached the other Greeks both of the barbarians' arrival here and of our ancestors'
triumph. For indeed none of the other Greeks knew fear for the peril to come; they only heard
the news and rejoiced over their own liberation. No wonder, then, that these deeds performed
long ago should be as though they were new, and that even to this day the valor of that band
should be envied by all mankind.



