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Pol. 2.45, 47,51

Text Ubersetzung:
(Evelyn S. Shuckburgh)

[45] But the increased power and national advancement which these events brought to the
Achaeans excited the envy of the Aetolians; who, besides their natural inclination to unjust and
selfish aggrandisement, were inspired with the hope of breaking up the union of Achaean states,
as they had before succeeded in partitioning those of Acarnania with Alexander and had planned
to do those of Achaia with Antigonus Gonatas. Instigated once more by similar expectations,
they had now the assurance to enter into communication and close alliance at once with
Antigonus (at that time ruling Macedonia as guardian of the young King Philip), and with
Cleomenes, King of Sparta. They saw that Antigonus had undisputed possession of the throne of
Macedonia, while he was an open and avowed enemy of the Achaeans owing to the surprise of
the Acrocorinthus; and they supposed that if they could get the Lacedaemonians to join them in
their hostility to the league, they would easily subdue it, by selecting a favourable opportunity
for their attack, and securing that it should be assaulted on all sides at once. [...]

[47] [...] seeing clearly what would happen, and fearing the reckless audacity of the Aetolians,
Aratus determined that his first duty was to be well beforehand in frustrating their plans. He
satisfied himself that Antigonus was a man of activity and practical ability, with some
pretensions to the character of a man of honour; he however knew perfectly well that kings look
on no man as a friend or foe from personal considerations, but ever measure friendships and
enmities solely by the standard of expediency. He, therefore, conceived the idea of addressing
himself to this monarch, and entering into friendly relations with him, taking occasion to point
out to him the certain result of his present policy. [...]

[51] But when Ptolemy, despairing of retaining the league's friendship, began to furnish
Cleomenes with supplies,—which he did with a view of setting him up as a foil to Antigonus,
thinking the Lacedaemonians offered him better hopes than the Achaeans of being able to thwart
the policy of the Macedonian kings; and when the Achaeans themselves had suffered three
defeats,—one at Lycaeum in an engagement with Cleomenes whom they had met on a march;
and again in a pitched battle at Ladocaea in the territory of Megalopolis, in which Lydiades fell;
and a third time decisively at a place called Hecatomboeum in the territory of Dyme where their
whole forces had been engaged,—after these misfortunes, no further delay was possible, and
they were compelled by the force of circumstances to appeal unanimously to Antigonus.
Thereupon Aratus sent his son to Antigonus and ratified the terms of the subvention. The great
difficulty was this: it was believed to be certain that the king would send no assistance, except on
the condition of the restoration of the Acrocorinthus, and of having the city of Corinth put into
his hands as a base of operations in this war; and on the other hand it seemed impossible that the
Achaeans should venture to put the Corinthians in the king's power against their own consent.



