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(Übersetzung Richard Crawley) 

[1] With respect to their towns, later on, at an era of increased facilities of navigation and a 

greater supply of capital, we find the shores becoming the site of walled towns, and the 

isthmuses being occupied for the purposes of commerce, and defence against a neighbor. But the 

old towns, on account of the great prevalence of piracy, were built away from the sea, whether 

on the islands or the continent, and still remain in their old sites. For the pirates used to plunder 

one another, and indeed all coast populations, whether seafaring or not. [1] The islanders, too, 

were great pirates. These islanders were Carians and Phoenicians, by whom most of the islands 

were colonized, as was proved by the following fact. During the purification of Delos by Athens 

in this war all the graves in the island were taken up, and it was found that above half their 

inmates were Carians: they were identified by the fashion of the arms buried with them, and by 

the method of interment, which was the same as the Carians still follow. [2] But as soon as 

Minos had formed his navy, communication by sea became easier, as he colonized most of the 

islands, and thus expelled the malefactors.  
 


