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(Evelyn S. Shuckburgh) 

Pol. 2.4.7-5.4 

[7] His wife Teuta succeeded him on the throne; and managed the various details of 

administration by means of friends whom she could trust. But her woman's head had been turned 

by the success just related, and she fixed her gaze upon that, and had no eyes for anything going 

on outside the country. Her first measure was to grant letters of marque to privateers, authorising 

them to plunder all whom they fell in with; and she next collected a fleet and military force as 

large as the former one, and despatched them with general instructions to the leaders to regard 

every land as belonging to an enemy. [1] Their first attack was to be upon the coast of Elis and 

Messenia, which had been from time immemorial the scene of the raids of the Illyrians. For 

owing to the length of their seaboard, and to the fact that their most powerful cities were inland, 

troops raised to resist them had a great way to go, and were long in coming to the spot where the 

Illyrian pirates landed; who accordingly overran those districts, and swept them clean without 

having anything to fear. However, when this fleet was off Phoenice in Epirus they landed to get 

supplies. There they fell in with some Gauls, who to the number of eight hundred were stationed 

at Phoenice, being in the pay of the Epirotes; and contracted with them to betray the town into 

their hands. Having made this bargain, they disembarked and took the town and everything in it 

at the first blow, the Gauls within the walls acting in collusion with them.  

 

Pol. 18.4.8-5.3 

[8] "For though I sent envoy after envoy to you desiring that you would repeal the law which 

allows you the privilege of taking 'spoil from spoil,' you replied that rather than abolish this law 

you would remove Aetolia from Aetolia." [1] When Flamininus expressed some wonder at what 

he meant by this, the king tried to explain it to him by saying that "The Aetolian custom was 

this. They not only plundered those with whom they were at war, and harried their country; but, 

if certain other nations were at war with each other, even though both were friends and allies of 

the Aetolians, none the less the Aetolians might, without a formal decree of the people, take part 

with both combatants and plunder the territory of both. The result was that in the eyes of the 

Aetolians there were no defined limits of friendship or enmity, but they were ready to be the 

enemies and assailers of all who had a dispute on anything."  


